
GFCO Certification Standard 2020 - Summary of revisions from GFCO Certification Standard 2016  

This is a list of all changes that might impact the meaning or interpretation of a section or requirement  

 

 

References, page 1: Reviewed and updated all References 

Terms and Definitions, page 2: Replaced Terms and Definitions content with the definitions found in the 

GFCO Scheme Manual, so that all definitions are harmonized. Added definition for the term “annual”. 

Amended definition of Gluten-Free to encompass the regulatory threshold of the country of sale, if that 

is lower than the GFCO threshold. Added detail to example of a “Lot”. 

Requirement 2, page 4: Expanded the wording to make it more specific, descriptive and auditable 

Requirement 3, page 4: Added a requirement that the Brand Owner must maintain a list of the gluten-

free labeling regulations in the countries where they sell product. 

Requirement 5, page 4: Changed the phrase “…gluten and its risks.” To “…gluten and its health effects.” 

Requirement 6, page 5: Changed the term “deputy” to “secondary contact”. 

Requirement 8, page 5: Added the wording “The Brand Owner and Plant must arrange which party will 

be responsible for submitting a complete list of products and their ingredients to the certification body 

as part of the application for certification”. 

Requirement 9, page 5: changed the term “accrediting body” to “certifying body”. 

Requirement 11, page 5: Expanded the wording to make it more specific, descriptive and auditable. 

Requirement 12, page 5: Added requirements that the Plant must maintain a list of the countries where 

each certified product is sold, as well as a list of the gluten-free labeling regulations in those countries, if 

the plant is responsible for packaging design or product distribution. 

Requirement 13, page 5: Added wording to the end of the requirement to make it clear that the plant’s 

Gluten Program does not need to be its own separate set of policies and procedures – rather, it can be 

composed of policies and procedures found throughout the plant’s management system. Also removed 

erroneous reference to a “Section 2”. Also added the requirement that the Gluten Program must include 

a copy of the GFCO Standard. 

Requirement 16, page 6: Amended the language to make it clear that the plant needs to define and 

specify only the activities of its own personnel that are involved with the certified products.  

Requirement 18, page 6: Changed the term “deputy” to “secondary contact”. 

Requirement 22, page 6: Changed the phrase “…gluten and its risks.” To “…gluten and its health 

effects.” 

Requirement 23, page 6: Changed the required frequency of reviews of the Gluten Program and its 

effectiveness from “regular” to “at a minimum, annual”. 



Requirement 26, page 7: Changed wording from “…GFCO 10 ppm limit.” to “…GFCO definition of Gluten-

Free”. Added additional wording to clarify that while raw material selection and approval may be 

performed by either the Brand Owner or Plant, the Plant must receive and maintain any documents that 

the Brand Owner collects as part of their gluten-free raw material approval process.  

Requirement 29, page 7: Added a second sentence clarifying the need to request gluten-free versions of 

raw materials when applicable. 

Requirement 30, page 7: Changed the wording to clarify the goals of shipment and truck inspections, 

and added a second sentence requiring that records of incoming shipments and truck checks be 

maintained. 

Requirement 32, page 7: Added a second sentence clarifying the minimal level of separation that is 

expected between stored gluten-containing and gluten-free raw materials. 

Requirement 34, page 8: Added the wording “The Brand Owner and Plant must arrange which party will 

be responsible for submitting a complete list of products and their ingredients to the certification body 

as part of the application for certification”. 

Requirement 35, page 8: Added the second and third sentences to clarify what is meant by the “display 

and availability” of instructions for staff. 

Requirement 37, page 8: Replaced the word “proper” with “effective” 

Requirement 39, page 8: Added the wording “Any changes in facilities, equipment, formulations, 

suppliers or any other aspect of production must be reviewed for their potential risk to the gluten-free 

status of certified Products. If a potential risk is identified, plant management must analyze this risk and 

implement methods to mitigate the risk. Records of this analysis and mitigation plan must be 

maintained.” 

 

Requirement 49, page 10: Changed the required frequency of reviews of possible sources of carryover 

or cross-contamination from “regular” to “at a minimum, annual”. 

Requirement 51, page 10: Changed the wording to clarify the goal of storage area and outgoing truck 

inspections, and added a second sentence requiring that records of storage area inspection and 

outgoing container/truck checks be maintained. 

Requirement 52, page 10: Added a second sentence clarifying that rework from gluten-containing 

production cannot be used in gluten-free production. 

Requirement 54, page 10: Added additional wording to state that purge procedures must be validated 

for their effectiveness, purge materials must be defined, and a requirement that written purge 

procedures include either the purge volume or time that results in an effective purge. 

Requirement 55, page 10: Added the words “of gluten cross-contamination” to the end of the 

requirement. 

Requirement 56, page 10: Changed the wording of this requirement to clarify that the Gluten Program 

must be evaluated at least annually for effectiveness, and that records of these evaluations must be 

maintained. 



Requirement 57, page 10: Changed the wording of this document to remove the term “two-way 

traceability” and instead require the ability to trace product back to its individual ingredient 

lots/suppliers, and forward to the first immediate customer. 

Requirement 62, page 11: Added the second half of the sentence, a reminder that all results that 

indicate gluten at a level greater than GFCO’s definition of gluten-free must be reported to 

gfco.alerts@gluten.org. 

Requirement 64, page 11: Added the second half of the sentence, a reminder that all potential or actual 

recalls or market withdrawals must be reported to gfco.alerts@gluten.org. 

Requirement 65, page 11: Changed the entity that must approve test methods from “the certification 

body” to “GFCO”. 

Requirement 67, page 11: Changed the phrase “…shall perform testing….” to “…must perform 

testing…”. 

Requirement 68, page 11: Changed the phrase “…shall undergo a matrix validation…” to “…must 

undergo a matrix validation…”. Changed the entity that must approve a validation protocol from “the 

certification body” to “GFCO”. 

Requirement 69, page 12: Changed the wording to reflect that plant testing requirements are now 

provided as part of each audit report, or through other documents, and are not included in the 

certification contract. 

Requirement 70, page 12: Changed the wording to reflect that all testing data should be submitted to 

testing@gluten.org each quarter. 

Requirement 72, page 12: Changed the wording to remove the “certifying body” as an administrator of 

proficiency testing. 

Requirement 73, page 12: Changed the wording to require that confirmed positive results that exceed 

the gluten level of the GFCO definition of Gluten Free will require a “documented Corrective Action 

investigation”, rather than just a “Corrective Action”. 

Requirement 74, page 12: Changed the wording to require that failed proficiency testing results will 

require a “documented Corrective Action investigation”, rather than just a “Corrective Action”. 

Requirement 75, page 12: Updated the wording to require that certifying body auditors, and not just 

staff, be allowed to collect surveillance testing samples, and to require that the plant provide samples to 

the certifying body on request, when certified products are not available for retail sale. 

Requirement 76, page 12: Changed the requirement from “regular review with management” to 

“annual review with management”. 

Requirement 77, page 12: Added details to this mock recall requirement to clarify the goals, whether or 

not the subject of the recall must be a GFCO-certified product, to require corrective action investigations 

and not just corrective actions, and to maintain records of the activity. 
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Requirement 78, page 13: Added details to this internal audit requirement to clarify that the auditors 

must be competent and cannot audit their own work, to require corrective action investigations, and to 

maintain records of this activity. 

Requirement 79, page 12: Changed the term “GF mark” to “GFCO certification mark”. Clarified that 

Products can only bear the mark if they meet the GFCO definition of Gluten-Free. Also clarified that the 

Product list is found on a current valid certificate, and the terms for logo use are found in the Branding 

Standard, rather than in the certification contract. 

 

General Changes: 

 Took out references to “food” and “food manufacturing” throughout, to ensure that the 

Standard covers the entire GFCO certification scope. 

 Changed “contamination” and “cross-contamination” to “cross-contact” where applicable. 

 

 


